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• THE WAR IN SOUTH VIETNAM ; 

Mr. MORSE. Mr. President, my brief 
speech today, in opposition to McNa-< 
mara’s war in South Vietnam, i3 taken', 
from the magazine Business Week for- 
August 29, 1964. Business Week is cer-' 
tainly one of the most stable, moderate, 
periodicals published in this country. So 
far as I am concerned, their article is 
my speech, for I associate myself with 
every word of it. It reads: 

New Problem for United States— Hopes 
Fade for South Vietnam 

(As rioters force strong man Khanh out! 
of presidency, It becomes harder for adminis- 
tration to win war against Vletcong. Leaked) 
.CI A report hints at negotiations.) 

The resignation this week of South Viet-] 
namese strong man, Nguyen Khanh, from: 
his newly acquired Job as President strikes: 
hard at U.S. hopes for a more vigorous pros- 
ecution of the war against the Communist 
Vletcong. In. fact, at midweek, the big quea-. 
tlon in Washington no longer was whether: 
the war could be won without carrying It to 
North Vietnam, but whether it could be won 
at all. 


Meanwhile, communal rioting between 
Buddhists and Catholics was continuing and, 


a 


If the situation continues to deteriorate, despite Khanh’s political concessions, rumors 
U.S. policy in South Vietnam cannot, help 0 f new military coups by supporters of 
becoming a hot issue in the presidential , former President Ngo Dinh Diem filled the 
campaign. And a political collapse in Saigon ;alr In Saigon. There were even more dls- 
could hurt President Johnson at the polls in . turblng reports of an impending all-out of- 
Novembcr, . . " . . . ' fenslve by the Vletcong aimed at wresting 

news leak final victory from the confusion. 

The upheaval in Vietnam — the third In support — or contempt? 

less than a year— came as the adminlstra- The political upset in Saigon, ironically, 
"don was shaken by 'the leak of a confidential ; was touched ofi by Khanh’s moves last week 
study by the Central Intelligence Agency, to strengthen his political position by pro- 
whlch suggested that victory was impossible mulgating a new constitution and, assuming 
and negotiation probably Inevitable in South the Presidency under it. He put stern re- 


• Vietnam. 

In the past, the administration has in- 
slsted that negotiation would be tantamount 
,to handing the southeast-- Asian nation over 
'to thd Communists,, if undertaken before 
South Vietnam met the military threat 
posed by Vietcong. Washington has bitterly 


strictions on personal and political liberties, 
including strict press censorship, curfews, 
and the banning of demonstrations. ' 
Buddhist and student leaders, fearing a re- 
turn to the repressive tactics of the Diem 
regime, called their followers into the streets. 
Khanh, unlike Diem, refused to use force 


• opposed French President Charles do Gaulle’s : agaln3t the rioters, fearing to open a second 
proposal for negotiations aimed atneutraliz- ■ f r0 ut of civil war. He capitulated to rioters’ 
lng Vietnam. . cj eman cis that he scrap the constitution and 

. The CIA report is bound to shake confi- j hls p res idency. Khanh’s worried U.S. ad- 
dence, both In Saigon and here at home, In I vleer9 hope hls moderation will win him sup- 
the steadfastness and realism of U.S. policy. . port but concede that it is as likely to win 
Senator Barry Goldwater was quick to noto hlra con tcmpt in a country used to strong 
•the CIA study, and to warn the American ; rule 

-people to be prepared for an announcement] ' vulnerable position 

in the very near future of a negotiated; Tra „ . . .. „ _ wna 

peace in Vietnam. He went on to say that; The U.S. role In the poUtica disaster was 

neutralization was an open door to Com-! ”°, t . °*®?f 

muntfit- Inflltrn+irm '■ '• i hftilCCl til© H6W constitution find xviianA 8 &8- 

munlst infiltration. ! 8umptlon of tho Presidency as likely to 


however, they were claiming privately that 
Khanh had ^ acted largely on his own, and 
were critical 'of his refusal to consult political 


that the lid can be kept on Vietnam until 
the election is over. But then, whoever wins 
will bo forced to take a new hard look at the 

U.3. Involvement in southeast Asia — barring , . . „ „„„ 

.a seemingly miraculous improvement in the Raders before the new constitution was pro- 
situation there. j claimed. 

Khanh’s troubles underline how vulner- 
able the U.S. position In southeast Asia is to 
events beyond Washington’s control. 

Tho United States must back Khanh, as 
it did hls predecessors, if he is to have a 


MORE RUMORS 


The political situation in Vietnam is con- 
J fused and explosive. At midweek, Khanh 
apparently still was in control of the military 
forces that put him into power last January. ' 

But how much political control lie would be chance of winning the war. It must insist 
abl4 to maintain was not clear. He might , that victory can and must be won. But in 
be relegated to a strictly military role under | the process much U.S. prestige is invested in 
; a new government headed by someone else Khanh’s fortunes, much more in the out- 
or, alternatively, forcod to Bhare political come of the war, 

power with a civilian cabinet representing High U.S. officials this week are at pains to 
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after having been leaked to the Chicago * 
Tribune. 

But some officials this week, despite these , 
disclaimers, were beginning privately to look 
again at the possibilities of a negotiated 
settlement in Vietnam. ‘ 

Mr. President, this article In Business 
Week clearly summarizes the situation 
in South Vietnam. The American pco-^ 
pie are beginning to recognize more and 
more that our position in South Viet- ’; 
nam is untenable morally, militarily, and 
legally. More and more the American ; 
people are beginning to appreciate the 
fact that we owe It to the history of our 
country and we owe it to the boys who , 
will be killed un justifiably In the months ; 
ahead in the uncalled for American par- ; 
ticlpation in the war in South Vietnam, 
to get this issue back within the frame- ; 
work of international law, as the Sena- 
tor from Alaska [Mr. Gruening] and the 
Senator from Oregon have pleaded for 
at least 6 months on the floor of the , 
Senate. 

The ugly reality is that the United 
States, although it uses other semantic 
terms, is following a policy of colonialism 
in South Vietnam. We have set up a 
puppet protectorate in South Vietnam. 
We are seeking to operate it as colonial 
powers operated colonies in generations , 
gone by. No white nation will ever be ' 
able to maintain a colony in the yellow., 
part of the world. Let us face the issue. . 

Therefore, I close tonight by pleading 
again that the United States stop its uni- 
ateral military action in southeast Asia; 
that we stop supporting a military dic- 
tatorship; that we stop Joining that mili- 
tary dictatorship In stamping out free- 
dom in South Vietnam; and that we lay 
'the whole issue before the United Na- : 
'tions or before a 14-nation conference,* 1 
! as recommended by President de Gaulle, 
for the application of international law 
for its settlement. 
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